“USA TODAY hopes

to serve as a fonim
for better understanding
and umity to help make

the USA truly one nation.”

—llen H. Nevharth
Founder, Sept. 15, 1982

David Mazzarella -
Editor
Karen Jurgensen
Editor of the
Editorial Page
Thomas Curley
President -md Publisher

Loopholes let wealthy Seniors
access Medicaid funds

Why would a senior citizen worth $300.000
give away all but a few pennies? “Who in his
right mind would do that?" asked one attor-
ney at a November conference in Nashville.
Tenn. The answer: to collect Medicaid.

Medicaid's huge and fast-p'owmg nursing-

home. pmgram 1s supposed to be for impover-

ished seniors faced with lengthy. and extremely

costly. nursmg home stays, Only those with a '

paltry $2. 000 in asscts are cligible. ;
: cades: "ggl;g:bihlr crccahav "left,g

‘were added m that the .agod
wou!dn t have to spend themselves i into bank--
ruptey to get long-term care.

A mblc goaf perhaps. but it has npcned the

Medicaid’s bleak future
| "As Medicaid’s nursmg home budga!
- spirals upwand

IWMI

- the number of people 65 and older
aisols increasing. [mdmk
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senior groups largely lhwancd them.
A measure passed two ycars ago to erimi-

d" nalize some forms of Medicaid estate planning |

L ollars — makmg thcm-:elm
Took poor to Medicaid.

“People come in prepared to do things 1hcy
would just not otherwise do.™ explained one
‘presenter at the Nashville conference, spon-
sored by the 3.500-member National Acade-

was weakened Jast year after critics complained

+that it would throw seniors in jail. At:omey
dreds- - General Janet Reno now says she won ‘ten-

force the weaker law, questioning its constitu- |
tionality. Similarly, attempts in Congress to |

_cover nursing home care forthrightly have

foundered because of cost — potentiaily tens.
of billions annually. :
Easy access to Medicaid only feeds a relat-




