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By HowardJ.AtJa~

The following is a tnJe story1hat e~emp.Jifies
the need and imp<)I1ance QfMedicaid planning
for scniorcitjzens andtlleirfatnilic..~ when faced
with an~rsis.

John
~chool ~weethearts. they;gotmm-rledafter John
returned home f romEilro~ a decorated World
War II. ~oldier. They worked hard to buy a
home. raise three children and sayeenough
money to have a comfo11ableretirement.They
were living a wonderful middle~classJife. In
fact. they we.re proud to have achieved the
II AmencanDream.."

Soon afterJohn's retjrement, their dream
turned into anigntmare...Marystartedtochailge.
Her doctor diagno~edqer as having senile de-
mentia. And after two difficult.and~trenuous
years of caring for his wife,)ohnsuffered a
hC(lrt attack. Hi,c; doctors advj.<;edhim that he
no longershouldcare'forhis wife andthat~he
needed 10 be placed into a nur~jng home. Not
('I,I\~ "';l~ .Tnhn rl~\.:1c.:t:'f('ri th:1t 1,i~ \,.if~ n("C'rl("n
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1hat his~me. would
1..- thO ,to U d t th lb.ue~\o c eexo J-

~ ghtS::JIi..,
Sound and appropriate Medicaid planning

win en.c;ure that senior citizens like M~ will
receive quality health care in an affordable

. manner and that ~eniors like John won't be
forced to deplete all their assets and become
impoverished.
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